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IRVINE HOME 457 Coui hat 34- Fro
Florence, Lauderdale County, Alabama. 3 -
Ownerships
Present Owner: Miss Jennie Irvine; from 1880 to 1935

Previous Ownersi John Simpsomm; foom 1830 to 1850,
Mrg. Richard Walker; from:1850 to 1867.
Jameg B. Irvine; from 1887 to 1880.

Date of Erections 1830,

Architects 4 Unknown.
Builder: John Sinpm n.

Pressnt Conditions - Good state of preservations The old kitchen
is built onto the Pight end of the house and is still in uss.
Thers was an addition of four small rooms sevemal years sgo to
the right rear.

Rumber of Stories: Two.

Materiels of Constructioni Brick with composition shingle hip
roof; the extsrior wallg are about 18" thick and the insids
about 14™. It has a one story porch sbout two thirds across the
front with six very small box oolwmns. One third of the porch
floor (that sestion in front of the door) is of limestone rock,
the other sections on each gide is of wood framing and floaoring.
The porch steps are of limestons rock.The interior floors are of
8" hsart of pine flooring; intsrior walls are of plaster and wall.
paper. 4&ll of the trim work is of hand carved materisl; the
intsrior doors have a double pane}l, there is a large sliding door
tetween thg double parlor. The stairway ascends from a small hall
to thg right of the large one, the house consists of thirteen rooms
and two halls.

Othsr Ixisting Records:

Source_ of Materigl: Miss Jennie Irvine, Florence, Ala.

Compiled by: Katherine Floyd and J. B. Vaughn

Approved: E. Waltsr Burkhardt, District Officer, HABS
9/21/1936
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HISTORIC AMERIGAN BUILDINGS SURVEY ADDENDUM TO: _
IRVINE HOUSE ) HABS No. AL-332
(SINPSON-IRVINE PLACE) ' -
Location:? 459 North Court Street {(west side of Court

Street betwean Irvine and Tuecaloosa Streets,
Florence, Lauderdale County, Alabama)

Preaent Owner: - Mr. & Mra. Madding King

— e et - S eSS =

Significance: Outatanding ante-bellum town residence; one of
a group of architecturally similar dwellings
in the Muacle Shoals area, including
Sweetwater (AL-333) and the William Winston or
Berton-Wineton Houae (AL-316), now Deahler
High School, Tuscumbie
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A. Physical History:
1. Date of Erection: 1843

2. Architect! Unhkown (although possibly Nathanial H.
Marks, early Leuderdele County builder

3. Original and subsedquent owners! The houae was built
on the aite of en eerlier frame residence for John end
Margeret Patton Simpaon. John Simpscon wasa & wealthy
rerchant of Florence, end immigrant to Americe from
Northern Ireland. The house wse acquired circa 1835 by
Jamea Bennington Irvine, a prominent planter and
attorney, and his wife, Virginia Foeter Irvine
(daughter of George Washington Foater, builder of nearby
*Courtview"). The Simpeone eubsequently moved to their
plantation in the Colbert Reaerve. The house haa
remained in the Irvine family aince that time with Mrs.
King (nee Harriet Suaan Rogere) being a direct
deacendent of James and Virginia Irvine.

4. Alterationa and additiona: The circa 1855, one-room
wing which occupied the aite of the preeent north wing
was several steps lower than the firet floor of the main
block of the house. Interior access waa gained through
the rear of the etair hall. The old wing aerved as a
kitchen at the time of ita demclition and replacement in
1946-47. The original kitchen wes in the basement. The
new wing incorporatea some of the brick from the older
etructure and harmonizee with the hocuse in line and
proportion. Completely reconditioned and reetored by
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Mr. and Mrs. King, who moved in during the apring of
1948, The restoration architect was Mr. Dudley E. Jones
of Memphia, Tenneeaee.

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
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A. General Statament:

1. Architectural character! Good example of regional ante-
bellum dwelling incorporating late Federel
charecteriatics end aome aimple Greek Revivel elements.
The woodwork demonatratea the high quality of Florence
cabinetry {(the Federal-period woodwork in the Muscle
Shoals area is unexcelled in Alebamal.

2. Condition of fabric: Excellent
B. Description of Exterior:

1. Overall dimensione: This is & two-gtory brick houase with
ettic and full baasement. It is rectangular {approx. 60*
% 48°), with a one-story modern aervice wing on the north
side, replacing a ca. 1855 addition originally used by
Jamee Bennington Irvine am a law office. The fiva-bay
principle facade fecea east.

2. Foundatione: The brick foundation walls are continuous
under both the exterior walls asnd the interior brick
partitiona.

3. Wall conetruction: The brick bearing walla appear to by
approximetely 18" thick, the brick of the aast {(front)

elevation ia laid in Flemiah bond.

4. Porchea: There are two porticoes, compoaed <of slenderxr
square wooden columna, on both eaat and west elevationsa.
The porticoes date from the 1946-47 remodeling. The
east portico is three-bays wide and encompassee the
middle <(entrance) bey with flanking windowa. This
portico repleced e amaller three-bey, one-atory porch
probably of late 19th century origin and adorned with
Victorian acrollwork. Traceas of the pilaeter outlines
from an even earlier aingle-~-atory portico, encompaesaing
only the entrance bay, may still be eeen to either side
of the front door. {This amall portico probsbly
reaembled the extant porches of Sweetwater end the
William Winston house). The weat portico extends the
full five-bay length of the rear elevation. Ite columna.
reat on original, ground-level brick paving. Beneeth
the portico, a brick satoop with a double flight of
steps end an ornamentel iron railing provides acceas to
the west door. Parallel to the ascending astepa, another
pair of ateps leede to the basement door beneath the
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stoop. The rear porch, or gallery, shown in the HABS
photographs of 1934 and 1935 was a full-length
one-story structure, with six square wooden posats
resting on the brick pavement and eupporting a shed
roof. This was posasibly the original back porch, which
ahelterad s brick stoop asimilar to the present one.

Chimneys: there are four brick chimneys, symmetrically
arranged; two in the north wall and two in the south

Openinga:

a. Doorways and doore (exterior): The principal
outgside doorways, one on the east elevation and the
other on the west, are each composad of a
rectangular transom with four-pane sidelights.. A
astone lintel cape both doorwaya. The aingle-leaf
doora are fashioned of walnut (the weat door
being a replica, installed in the 19546-47
renovation, of the original east door). Each door
hae four vertical recessed panels, two longer panels
above and four shorter cones below. The sidelights
have panelled interior shutters. )

b. Windows! The windows are nine-over-nine-light double
hung sash except for the middie second-story window
of the east and west elavationa, each of which is
twelve~-aver-tuelva. This varistion was possibly
aenployed to better correspand with tha dooras
directly balow in proportion. Of perticular nota is
that all upatairs windows are aslightly amaller than
downstaira windows, in observance of classically
praascribad rules of proportion and beeuty. Moulded
architraveas with corner rosettea enframe the
exterior of all windows {(a motif found frequently in
the ante-bellum architecture of the Muecle Shoals
araa). Window sille and lintels ara finiehed stona.
The south alevation has two end baye originally and
two inner baye edded later during remodalling.
Obicong basement windows, also framed by 8 wooden
architrave with stone eills and lintela, are found
at the west elevation.

Roof: A shallow hip roof terminates in a small deck, and
thera is a simple box cornice at the eavee. The one-story
north wing is covered with a half-hip roof.

C. Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plana: The plan is the typical center-hall plan
of tha pericd, and is essentially the same on all three
flooras {(bagement included). The bisecting main hallway
is flanked by two rooms on either side, the two north
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rooms bheing separated by a stairhall which intarsects
tha main hallway at right anglaa. (The aide atairhall
ia another characteriatic feeture of aevaral dwallings
of this aree from the 1823-1860 pericd.) A formal
dining room occupiea the northesat corner of the firat
floor, end a gueat bedroom the northwast corner. Each
meeagurea 21°9" x 1777". Double drawing rooms, each 22’x
22, lie to the aouth of the main hall. The two
bedrooma on the acuth aide of tha aecond floor (above
the drawing rooma) apparently had a dresaing room apace
between originally. This area hea now bean adapted to
accommodata modern bathrooma, inatalled in 1946-47.

Originally whitewaahed and paved with brick embeddad in
aend, the baasment originally may have aerved verioua
utilitarian functiona in addition to containing the
kitchen, from which food waa carried up to tha dining
roon via the interior ateir. During 1946-47 the
baaement waa completely reconditionad end the brick
floor reconstituted with mortar, then poliahed with
linaeed o0il for presarvation end beauty. Preaently, tha
baaement containa a family room in the acuthweat corner,
and other aervice facilitieas, '

DPuring the 1946-47 renovation, the second-floor central
hallway waa encloaed at either end to provide additional
atorage space. Thia waa accompliahed with great
sensitivity, haowever, to matching this work with the
baaic character of the house.

Stairwaya: The stairway connecting the first and
aecond floora rises in a aeries of 19 shallow treads
along the west wall of the side hallway to a landing,
then continues, in reverae flight, aix more treads to
the second floor. The atairway baluatrede with
alender, unadorned apindlea, terminatea in a
acrolled volute. Immediately above the first atage
of the main atairway, an encloaad atair risea from
the second floor to the attiec. The atraight-run
baaement atsir with wooden baluatrade ia directly
below tha main atair,

Flooring: Most of the flooring, consiating of
random-width pine, appeara to be original, and ia in
exceallent condition.

Wall and celling finish: All walls and ceilings are
plestered. The mscuth wall of the main hallway ia now

chinois. According to family tradition, the original
hall wallpaper design waa "Lady of the Lake." A wide,
aimply mouldad baaeboard is preaent throughout the

house. Apparently, the house did not have chair rails
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originally, although one was installed in the dining
room and hsllway during the 1946-47 ranovation. &
plaater medallion, or centerpiece, sdorns the ceiling of
the main hallwsy: the motif is a simple florsl design.
Plaster cornicas found throughout the house were
installed in 1946-47.

Doorways and doors: The doorways in the basement and on
the second floor are enfrared by fluted architraves with
corner rosettea. Fixed, panelled tranaoms, conaiating
of two vertical panels, occur above the firat-flocor
doors opening intoc the main hallway. The panelled
transome to the northwest bedrcom functions as a
moveable transom. Other transoms have apparently always
been stationary. (The transom motif also occurs in the
circa 1832 James Irvine Houae, HABS No. AL-33538,

directly weat of Irvine Place at 461 North Pine Street
-~ Jamee Jrvine being the father of James Bennington
Irvine.) The doors themaslves are of walnut
construction, embelliahed with a "double-cross™ motif
which is s variant of the typical Federal-period
“Crosa-and Bible"” design. The *‘double-cross"™ feature
charactaristic of woodwork in Florence area. A highly
unusual elament is the linenfold-like fluting which
decorates one side of esch of the rsised panels in the
second-flcor doorway lesding to the attic atsir. Thia
same motif appears in one hssement door. Another
feature of special note is the massive,. panelled double
door connection tha front and rear drawing rooms. 6.
Other decorative featurea: Original mantelpieces remain
throughout the houae, the most outatending being the
pair of dark JTtalian msrble mantels in the drawing
rooms. Their design echoes the fluted architraves with
corner rosettes on the exteriors of the doors and
windows. The mantel in the southeast bedroom repeata in
ita design the linanfold treatment previocusly mentioned.
The northwest bedroom on the first floor (possibly used
as a dining room originally) containa an unusual
built-in clothes press/closet with panalled double-leaf
doors. This closet is adjacent to the chimney in ths
northwaest corner of the room. At present, the house
contsina may heirloom furnishingsa, including oil
portraita of Jamea Bennington and Virginia (Foster)
Irvine, who acquired thae house during the decade before
the Civil War.

Hardware: Original Tenneasee-manufactured patent box
lock may still be found on some of the doors.

Mechanical equipment. the present heating and duct
ayatem datea from 1947-47. Ducts themraelves are
concealaed beneath the window aills.
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D. 3Sita:

1. General getting and orientation: The lot occupied by
Irvine Place extenda eaat and wesat through the block
bounded by Court and Pine Streeta. There ia one provate
residence to the north on Pine Street, while the
adjacent area to the aouth ia partially open, except
for aome amall busineasa eatabliahments and the Trinity
Epiascopal Church snd Parish House.

2. Landscaping: When the house was restored in the 1940’s,
the £firm of John F. Highberger snd Aaaociateas of Memphia
wss engaged to develop a landacape design for the
surrounding grounda which would incorporate elements of
the original landscaping. Large treea and ahrubs
surround the house. The original, aemicircular front
walkway, outlined with brick and bordered with Engliah
boxwood, is preaerved on the Court Street aside of the
lot. To prevent erosion, a low brick retaining weall was
conatructed parellel to the aidewalk here in 1946-47,
From the weat (rear) portico, a greenaward extends
unbrokenly to Pine Street. 0On the south side of the
house ias e rectangular garden terrsce, encloaed by an
ornamentasl hedge. On the north aide of the houae,
immediately beyond the wing, ia a amall parking area and
garage. A driveway leada from Pine Street to the weat
portico and the garage area.

3. Qutbuilding: None of the original cutbuildings remairn.
The garage, & single-story, brick, hipped roof structure,
harmonizea srchitacturally with the house. It isa
largely concealed from atreet view by the aurrounding
plantinga. .

PART III. SQURCES QF INFURMATION
A. Interview! Peraocnal interview with Mrs. Madding King,
December 31, 1976.
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